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Last week I mentioned how Dean Wearmouth and the Shalom College Captains personally delivered application 
packages to our Year 6 students, taking the time to answer their questions as they begin to look beyond the fa-
miliar gates of St Patrick’s. I could see our Year 6’s engaging with genuine excitement, alongside just a touch of 
understandable trepidation. 

I love that our students are often very sad to leave our school gates, yet ready to embrace the challenge ahead. 
Our students have a strong history of settling well and thriving in their first year at Highschool, and I believe this 
is largely because we (as school and parents) hold high expectations of them throughout their primary years.  

 

 
Kim O’Shea-Hard 

PRINCIPAL 

It may also come as no surprise that we continue to form strong leaders, with 
both male College Captains, Thomas E. and Joon McM being St Patrick’s Old 
Boys. It was a joy to see Thomas reunite with his former 'Little Buddy' Archie 
(pictured) as he prepared to take on the same responsibilities with his own 
Prep Little Buddy this week. As Scripture reminds us, “In everything set them 
an example by doing what is good” (Titus 2:7). Archie said he remembered 
Thomas reminding him to listen to his teachers and feeling as small as an ant 
beside him. Archie said having a Big Buddy made him feel welcome, comfort-
able and safe. The Year 6's have now come full circle and it was wonderful to 
see them engaging with their newest Little Buddies today. 

House Leaders, Mini Vinnies and Reef Guardian Leaders will be considered in the coming weeks, with these po-
sitions to be announced at the Year 6 Induction, which will coincide with our St Patrick’s Day celebrations on 
the 17th March, 2026. As we look ahead to the Year 6 Induction and St Patrick’s Day celebrations, we are re-
minded that “spreading the green” is about far more than wearing a colour — it is about living our Mercy values 
each day. We pray that our Year 6 students recognise the quiet influence they carry: that through their words, 
actions and example, they can bring light where there is uncertainty and encouragement where there is hesita-
tion. May they lead with gentle strength, grounded in faith, and continue the proud tradition of St Patrick’s stu-
dents who not only wear the green, but truly live it. 

Today, Mr Jason Egan and I addressed the Year 6 cohort about lead-
ership. We asked students to consider what it truly means to ‘spread 
the green’ at St Patrick’s — a question they also explored during 
their enrichment day on Monday with their specialist teachers. 
Please follow the link to access a video they made to reflect one 
group's findings. Students were then invited to reflect on those with-
in their classes who consistently model these values and to vote for 
peers they believe could take on an additional tier of leadership in 
2026. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Catholic-Primary-School-Bundaberg-552393574890558/
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI4mVoBpFrw


RELIGION NEWS 

 Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent 

Wednesday of Week 4 (18 Feb) is Ash Wednesday, marking the start of the 
liturgical season of Lent. Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, and almsgiving—a 
season for us to pray, show kindness to others, give up things we enjoy, and 
give generously to those in need as we prepare to celebrate the great feast 
of Easter. 
 
Our Ash Wednesday liturgy will be held in the Multi on 18 February at 
8:45am and will be led by Year 6L.  
 
During Lent’s forty days, we journey with Jesus on his path to Calvary, re-
flecting on his courage and kindness despite his suffering. Like Jesus, we are 
called to show kindness, renew our relationship with God, and take time to 
reflect, seek forgiveness, and grow in hope. 
 
As part of our Lenten mission, we will once again support Project Compas-
sion, Caritas Australia’s annual appeal. This initiative brings Australians to-
gether in solidarity with the world’s poor, helping to end poverty, promote 
justice, and uphold human dignity. 
 
Students will soon receive their Project Compassion donation boxes to take home, encouraging them to collect 
small contributions throughout Lent. These will be returned to school on the day of our Lent Event, which this 
year is the ‘Big Water Walk’. 
 
Additionally, Shrove Tuesday (17 Feb) will feature our Mini Vinnies ‘Pancakes for People’ fundraiser, where stu-
dents can purchase a serve of pancakes for $2. 
 
Our Lenten fundraising efforts will conclude in the final week of school with our annual Mini Fair (more details to 
come). Let’s give Lent 100% as a community, uniting to make a difference and stand together against poverty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass with Children 

Our school community is warmly invited to join the Bundaberg Parish for the first Mass with Children of 2026. 
This special celebration will take place on Sunday, 22nd February, at 9:00am in St Patrick's Church. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with our Parish and involve our students in the Mass. If your child 
would like to participate in this or future Children’s Masses, please contact me.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all there! A light morning tea will follow the Mass, and you are welcome to bring a 
plate to share.  
 

Tracey Cook 

APRE 



FROZEN MUSICAL  

DANCE NIGHT—THURSDAY 5 MARCH 

 

PREP 2027 ENROLMENT INFORMATION 

Enrolments for Prep 2027 are already filling fast.   

If you are an existing family and haven't yet enrolled a child/children eligible 

for Prep 2027, please do so as soon as possible to ensure he/she is given pri-

ority.    

Should you know of others who are hopeful of beginning their St. Patrick's 

journey in 2027, please forward on this online enrolment information.  

https://saintpatricks.qld.edu.au/enrolment/application-forms/


SMARTWATCH POLICY 

PUPIL FREE DAY—20 FEBRUARY 

To accommodate our working parents, OSHC will be operating on Friday, 20 

February.  

For more information or to book your spot: 

• phone the OSHC Co-Ordinator on 0417199586; or 
• email at spbg_oshc@rok.catholic.edu.au ; or  
• book online: https://saintpatricks.qld.edu.au/out-of-school-hours-care/ 

Limited spots available. 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 

Please note in Week 4, the Tuckshop will be open Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 16-18 February as normal, and 
shut on Thursday 19 February.  

Remember your money for Sausage Sizzle on Friday. 

mailto:spbg_oshc@rok.catholic.edu.au
mailto:spbg_oshc@rok.catholic.edu.au
https://saintpatricks.qld.edu.au/out-of-school-hours-care/


SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2026 



SPORTS NEWS 

Sacramental  

Families  

for 2022 

 

Please click on the Facebook 
icon below to join the Parish’s 

private Facebook Group for 
up to-date information posted 

regarding the Sacramental 
program. 

 

 

BUNDABERG DISTRICT U12 SCHOOL SPORTS TRIALS—2025 

Trial information will be advised in the school’s newsletter each week detailing trial information for upcoming 
individual and team events.   
 
Gaining selection in a Bundaberg District Team is the first step on the pathway to representing Wide Bay and 
Queensland.  To represent Bundaberg District, students must be born 2014, 2015 & 2016 (only exceptional 10 
year old students will be given permission to trial in team sports).  The majority of team sport trials occur in Feb-
ruary and March. 
 
Please be aware of the following points: 
·  Team sports are selected in an U12 category and it is very unlikely that a 10 year old student would be se-

lected, with the exception of Rugby League.  Rugby League selects students in U10, U11 and U12 categories 
due to the contact nature of the sport.  

·  Bundaberg District trials are not ‘have a go’ trials.  St Patrick’s has a responsibility for sending students who 
we feel display high ability in the chosen sport and a high level of behaviour. 

·  Students wishing to trial must have a consent form issued by the school with authorisation from Mr Plumb, 
Ms Gollshewsky or Mr Egan.  Students will not be able to participate in the trials without a Bundaberg Dis-
trict Primary Schools nomination form. 

·  Cross Country and Athletics nominations will be made by the school after our school carnivals.  Swimming 
& Aquathlon are the exceptions – Wide Bay School Sport are responsible for the selection of these teams. 

WIDE BAY SCHOOL SPORT 

Swimmers must be born 2016, 2015 & 2014.  The 2026 Queensland 10-12 Years Schools Swimming Champion-
ships will be held at Chandler Aquatic Centre, Brisbane over 25 – 27 March. 
Parents must ensure to submit nominations by survey link by Monday 16th February. Students selected will be 
notified directly on the parent email provided. 
 
Nominate via this link  

 
 
 

Selection in the Wide Bay Regional Team is gained by submitting times swum in the 50 metre pool in a QSA sanctioned 

meet. When times are submitted, they must be verified by printouts from Meet Manager and then stamped and signed 

by the club’s secretary or record keeper. If this procedure is not followed, times will not be accepted. 

10-19 Years Nomination or QR 10-19 Years Multi-Class Nomination or QR code  

BDSS Sport Age Group Date Venue Time 

Students will only be allowed to participate when completing and handing in the forms to the coach/manager at the trials. 

AFL 
Boys & 

Girls 

Born 2014 or 2015 

(only exceptional 2016) 
Mon 16 Feb 

ATW AFL Grounds, Claytons 

Road 

3:45pm -

5:15pm 

Softball 
Boys & 

Girls 
10-12 years Mon 16 Feb 

Bundaberg Softball 

Grounds, Clayton Road 

(near Waves AFL fields) 

3:30pm—

5:00 pm 

Netball 
Boys & 

Girls 
10-12 years 17 Feb (10-11 Mixed) 

St Luke’s Anglican School, 
4 Mezger Street 

3:30 pm—
5:00pm 

Golf 

Boys & Girls Trials:  Nominations close on Friday 27 February and Wide Bay Trials is Thursday  

19 March.  A golf handicap will be required for nomination purposes.   

Please see Taryn Golshewsky if interested or for more information.  

Sports Achievement Acknowledgement 
Congratulations to Byron J upon selection in the Wide Bay 
Aquathlon Team that competed at the Queensland Champion-
ships last weekend.  

https://survey.qed.qld.gov.au/n/azmhz3D
https://survey.qed.qld.gov.au/n/aAnh5gz


CATHOLIC SCHOOLS RACE DAY 2026 

https://www.trybooking.com/DJHIZ


OUT AND ABOUT 



 

OUT AND ABOUT 



 

OUT AND ABOUT 



OUT AND ABOUT 

https://ap1.hubs.ly/y0yQG60


TERM ONE PLANNER 

WEEK 1  Week 26th January-30th January     

Monday AUSTRALIA DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday Term 1 Commences 8.40am Whole School 

WEEK 2 Week 2nd February-6th February      

Monday Opening School Mass 9.00am Years 3-6 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5P 

WEEK 3 Week 9th February—13th February     

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5S 

WEEK 4 Week 16th February—22nd February     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 6 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 6L 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 8:30am Whole School 

Friday  PUPIL FREE DAY  

Sunday Children’s Mass—St Patrick’s Mass 9:00am All welcome! 

WEEK 5 Week 23rd February—27th February     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 3 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 5G 

WEEK 6 Week 2nd March—6th March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 5 & 1 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 6B 

Thursday Dance Night on oval 5:30pm Whole School 

WEEK 7 Week 9th March—13th March Time Year Level 

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 4  

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 6F 

WEEK 8 Week 16th March—20th March     

Tuesday  
St Patrick's Day Liturgy &                        
Yr 6 Leadership Induction 

9:00 am Whole School 

Wednesday—
Thursday 

Courtyard Prayer 8.40am 2W 

WEEK 9 Week 23rd March—27th March     

Monday Parish Mass 9.00am Year 2 

Tuesday—Thursday  Courtyard Prayer  8.40am 2S 

WEEK 10 Week 30th March—3rd April     

Monday Palm Sunday 8:40am 4K & 4B 

Tuesday Last Supper 8.40am 4F 

Wednesday Good Friday 8.40am 5S 

Thursday Easter Prayer 9:00am Year 6 & Prep 

  
Easter Hat Parade 10:00am Prep to Year 3 

Mini Fair 11:00am Whole School 

 Term Concludes 3:00pm Whole School 

    

    

2026 TERM DATES  

TERM 1 Monday 27 January - Thursday 2 April 

TERM 2 Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 

TERM 3 Monday 13 July - Friday 18 September 

TERM 4 Tuesday 6 October - Friday 4 December 


